CHANGES IN SCHOOL DISCIPLINE
TIPS FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES

New school discipline laws went into effect September 30, 2013.
School districts can no longer exclude a student from school for an indefinite period of
time. Suspensions and expulsions cannot last longer than one year, and school districts
must create reengagement plans tailored to students’ individual circumstances.

LONG-TERM SUSPENSIONS AND EXPULSIONS

When a student is suspended or expelled, the school needs to tell you in writing the end date of the
suspension or expulsion. Suspensions and expulsions cannot last longer than one year.

EMERGENCY EXPULSIONS

An emergency expulsion cannot last more than 10 school days. You should receive a letter explaining this.
After 10 days, the emergency expulsion should end OR the district should send you another letter telling
you that a suspension or expulsion is being proposed. This letter should explain what behavior took place,
the rule that was broken, and the ending date of the disciplinary action. It should also explain the student’s
right to a hearing.

REENGAGEMENT MEETINGS

Students who are expelled or suspended for more than 10 school days should get a school reengagement
plan tailored to their individual circumstances. To create the plan, the district should meet with the student
and parents within 20 days after the suspension or expulsion but no later than 5 days before the student is
scheduled to return to school.

At the meeting, the district should talk about how the student can stay connected to school, get back into
the classroom as soon as possible, and remedy the situation that led to the discipline. See the tip sheet
about Reengagement Meetings for ideas on what to bring up during these meetings.

GETTING BACK INTO SCHOOL

The new law did not take away any of the rights students already had. Remember that if you think the
school did not make the right decision about the discipline, you can ask for a discipline hearing. Check out
the School Discipline Basics tip sheet (on back) for information about student rights when it comes to
school discipline, or find more information at www.governor.wa.gov/oeo or www.teamchild.org.
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SCHOOL DISCIPLINE BASICS
TIPS FOR STUDENTS AND FAMILIES

[ STUDENTS HAVE RIGHTS, EVEN WHEN THEY ARE IN TROUBLE AT SCHOOL ]

When a student gets suspended or expelled, he or she has rights. Students must follow school rules, but
even when in trouble, students have a right to tell their side of the story.

When a student is removed from school for breaking a rule, the school must:
1. Give a written notice (usually it comes as a letter) explaining what the student did wrong, and
which rule was broken;
2. Before disciplinary action is taken, give the student a chance to tell his or her side of the story in a
formal discipline hearing or in a conference with school staff;
3. Make sure the corrective action fits the behavior.

If a student disagrees with the school’s proposed disciplinary action, the student needs to act fast after
receiving the letter (written notice). Students have the right to a hearing or an informal conference. The
student must act quickly to request a hearing or conference, usually within 3 days. If the deadline for
requesting a hearing passes, the student may lose the chance to challenge the disciplinary action.

[ STUDENTS HAVE A RIGHT TO TRY FOR A SECOND CHANCE ]
Even if a student is expelled or suspended, he or she always has the
right to ask the superintendent to be let back into school. This Students Can Do Things To
request is called a Petition for Readmission. Show That They Are Ready To
e The Petition for Readmission should be sent to the Be Back In School!

superintendent of the school district.

Participate in counseling
¢ Inthe petition, the student should describe how he or she is

Enroll in an online program

doing well and why the district should consider letting him Get a job and do well

or her back into school. Ask for help from adults
e Petitions for readmissions can include letters and notes Do well in another school

from family members, counselors, employers and others Find a Tutor

who can support the student’s return. Get a Mentor

Volunteer
WANT TO KNOW MORE?
You can find more information on school discipline and education rights
(available in Spanish and English):
http://www.teamchild.org/index.php/resources/137/
http://www.governor.wa.gov/oeo/publications/default.asp

QUESTIONS? CONTACT OEO

Telephone: (206) 748-5613 or (866) 297-2597

Email: oeoinfo@gov.wa.gov

http://www.governor.wa.gov/oeo

While this publication provides basic information on education law in Washington State, it is not legal advice, and is not in any way
intended to be a substitute for legal advice or representation. This document was developed collaboratively with TeamChild, the

Office of the Education Ombudsman, and Sound Discipline and is intended to provide support to educators, families and students as
they implement strategies to reengage students who have been excluded from school.



