
“October is Disability History Month in the state of Washington. Today we are going to learn 
about disability history in the United States. First, I’m going to introduce our vocabulary 
words ‘civil rights’ and ‘activism’ with some famous pictures about those topics.” 



  

“These are pictures that are commonly associated with civil rights and activism. What is 
happening in these pictures? Who is the man? What did he do? Who is the woman? What 
did she do?” Prompt discussion around civil rights and tie into existing classroom 
knowledge about Martin Luther King Jr., The March on Washington, and Rosa Parks. “In 
the past, we learned about the Civil Rights movement in the 1950s and 1960s which 
focused on gaining rights for black Americans. Today we will learn about how civil rights is 
an important part of disability history in this country.” 

Differentiation: Ask students to write or draw on a mini whiteboard what they 
know about each picture instead of calling out 
Transition: “Next we are going to define ‘activism’ and ‘civil rights’ and talk about activity we 
are going to do later today.” 



“Here is one definition of civil rights.” Read from slide 3. “What are ways civil rights has 
impacted your life?” 

Differentiation: Ask students to write or draw on a mini whiteboard what they 
know about each word  instead of calling out 



“Here is one definition of activism.” Read from slide 4. “Do you know any people who are 
activists today? What do they do?” 



   
 

 

“Today we are going to learn about disability history in the United States with an activity 
using these strips.” Hold up stack of strips. “On each of these strips is a picture and caption, 
or a description of something or someone important in disability history. In groups, read 
through each of the strips and sort them into different categories. After, we will share the 
different categories people came up with.” 

Differentiation: Students can work individually, or be divided into groups. 
Read slide.“These are the expectations of the activity.” 
“I am going to show you an example of how to participate in this activity.” Model with three 
timeline strips not chosen for students, 



 

- Read discussion questions from slide once students are done categorizing timeline 
strips. 
Extension options: 
- Additional strips (20): Choice of 25 different strips spanning 1800s - present day. 
Choose additional strips to lengthen the lesson. 
- Timeline activity (10): After sorting items into categories and sharing categories 
with the class, have students attempt to put the strips in order of occurrence. 
Discuss why students picked their specific order, reveal actual order of occurrence. 




